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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 8th August 2016 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, R J Dykstra, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H 

Harlock, R A Payne, J A Parker, Mrs S Stafford, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C 

Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 
 

County Councillor M R Tew. 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors D W England and J C 

Price. 

 

 

60/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman extended her thanks to a number of individuals and groups for various 

actions and events in recent weeks, including  

 

 Mr D Crane for blowing a whistle at the War Memorial on 1st July to 

commemorate the centenary of the commencement of the Battle of the Somme 

which had been reported in an article in the Ramsey & Warboys Reporter; 

 

 the Feast Week funfair visit which also had featured prominently in the latest 

edition of the Reporter; 

 

 the well-attended Feast Week band concert by the Killer Shrimps at the White 

Hart public house; 

 

 Councillors Mrs Cole and Ms Gifford for their efforts in monitoring the condition 

of The Weir and ensuring that the aerator was switched on when necessary; 

 

 the Handymen for their work in sealing the floor of the Jubilee Clock shelter; and 

 

 the success of the Summer Reading Challenge at the Library which was attracting 

large numbers of children. 
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61/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2016 were approved as a correct record and 

signed by the Chairman 

 

 

62/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

The Chairman and Councillor Willis declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in 

Minute No. 66/16 (Christmas Lighting) as they were members of the Warboys Christmas 

Lighting Group.   

 

Councillor Mrs Wyatt declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in Minute No. 69/16 

(Defibrillator) as she was a member of the Warboys 55 Plus Club. 

 

All of the Members in question had previously been granted a dispensation to speak but 

not vote on matters affecting those organisations. 

   

 

63/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 11th July 

2016:- 

 

(a) Community Asset Transfer – Bowls Green and Pavilion 

 

Arising from Minute No. 44/16(c), the Clerk reported that a response from the 

District Council to the application for the registration of the bowling green and 

pavilion at the White Hart as an asset of community value was expected shortly. 

 

(b) Cemetery 

 

Further to Minute No. 44/16(d), Members were informed that a letter of thanks 

had been received on behalf of the Rector, Churchwardens and Parochial Church 

Council for the additional litter bin provided by the Parish Council in the 

cemetery. 

 

(c) Speedwatch 

 

Further to Minute No. 44/16(f), the Clerk reported that, having viewed the 

Speedwatch equipment loaned to the village by the Police at the Picnic in the Park 

event, he was of the opinion that it would be possible for the equipment to be 

stored when not in use by the Parish Council, subject to confirmation as to the 

question of insurance cover. 

 

(d) Woodhurst Parish Council 

 

Further to Minute No. 44/16(h), the Clerk reported that he had been informed by 

Woodhurst Parish Council that they had managed to arrange for a resident of the 
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village to undertake maintenance work for them and therefore would not require 

the assistance of the Warboys Handymen. 

 

(e) Car Park and Activities for Young People 

 

Further to Minute No. 44/16(i), the Clerk reported that a meeting had been 

arranged with the Manager of the County Council’s Locality Team and the Police 

later in the week to discuss the provision of additional activities for young people 

in the Parish. 

 

(f) Huntingdonshire Electoral Review 

 

Further to Minute No. 47/16, Members were informed that there would be an 

opportunity to comment on the final recommendations in terms of the review of 

the District Council’s electoral arrangements in due course. 

 

On a related issue, the Clerk reported that he had become aware that the District 

Council had passed a resolution to change their electoral arrangements to hold full 

council elections as opposed to elections by thirds with effect from 2018.  As a 

result, the cycle of all parish council elections in Huntingdonshire was also likely 

to be changed to coincide with the four yearly cycle of District elections.  This 

would mean that the next election for Warboys would be held in 2018 and not 

2020 as anticipated.  Members were informed that further information would be 

circulated when confirmation had been received formally from the District 

Council. 

 

(g) Facebook Account 

 

Further to Minute No. 50/16, the Chairman reported that the working group  

investigating the creation of a Facebook account for the Parish Council would be 

meeting again on 18th August and that the meeting would be attended by the 

person who currently maintained the Council’s website.  She added that 

Councillor Mrs Stafford had suggested the creation of a protocol for the use of 

social media which had subsequently been drafted by the Clerk and would be 

considered by the working group. 

 

(h) Feast Week 

 

The Clerk circulated a summary provided by the Secretary of the Community 

Association of the events organised by the Association during Feast Week, 

comprising an Elvis Entertainer and hog roast at the Sports and Social Club on 

30th July and a Picnic in the Park at the Sports Ground on 31st July.  The latter 

event had been held in conjunction with the Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations 

and had been attended by in excess of 500 people.  The Association had estimated 

that they had raised £1,600 which would be used to organise an event during Feast 

Week in 2017 and to help village organisations.  Members were reminded by the 

Clerk that the Council had agreed to provide a grant of £800 towards the event 

and that invoices had been included in the payments schedule for approval later in 

the meeting. 
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As Chairman of the Community Association, Councillor Mrs Wyatt added her 

thanks to those Members of the Council who had helped with the organisation of 

the event which had been well received by the community. 

 

 

(i) Art Exhibition 

Arising from Minute No. 52/16, the Clerk reported that the art exhibition 

appeared to be proceeding on 4th and 5th November, although a formal booking 

of the Parish Centre had yet to be made by the Warboys Arts Group. 

 

(j) Open Forum 

 

Further to Minute No. 56/16 and the matters raised at the Open Forum following 

the previous meeting of the Council, the Clerk reported that the floor of the shelter 

near the Jubilee Clock Tower had been sealed by the Handymen.  A shipping 

container had been installed at the allotments for use by the tenants and an order 

placed for the improvement of the access roadway, although the work was 

unlikely to be undertaken until after the school holiday period.  In addition, the 

budgetary control statements were now shown on the Council’s website   

 

With regard to the container, Councillor Dykstra suggested that this was 

unsuitable for use by the tenants as some of the ladies and more elderly men were 

unable to open the door.  He was of the opinion that the door should have been 

adapted for use by tenants.  However Councillor Ms Gifford reminded Members 

that this problem was not unusual with shipping containers and had been pointed 

out when the request had been made by the Allotments Association.  The Clerk 

advised that he would ask the Handymen to oil the door bolts etc. and if this did 

not resolve the issue, he would liaise with Councillor Parker as Chairman of the 

Allotments Committee. 

 

(k) Development off Station Road 

 

Further to Minute No. 59/16, Members were informed that the developers had 

been invited to name the two apartment blocks Holbrow and Rea in memory of 

two RAF officers who had been based at RAF Warboys in WWII and who had 

crashed and died near the village in a Mosquito aircraft.  Councillor Mrs Cole had 

researched the names and had confirmed with the son of one of the pilots that they 

he had no objection to the suggestion. 

 

 

64/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11th July 2016 

be received. 
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65/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that a total of 6 crimes in the Parish of Warboys had been reported to 

the Police since the previous meeting, comprising 2 thefts, 1 case of harassment, 2 

common assaults and 1 theft from a motor vehicle.  In addition, 2 reports of anti-social 

behaviour had been made.  Members were pleased to note that the figures were the lowest 

recorded for some time. 

 

 

66/16 CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from the Warboys Christmas Lighting Group 

advising the Council of the arrangements for the erection and display of Christmas 

lighting in the village for the forthcoming festive season.  The opening ceremony would 

be held on Saturday 26th November at 5.00 p.m. in the High Street between the junctions 

with Mill Green and Statfold Green and the road would be closed by the Council’s 

Handymen to enable the event to take place. 

 

In addition the Lighting Group had requested the Council to meet the cost of hiring a 

contractor to install and dismantle the lighting as had occurred in 2015 as health and 

safety rules now precluded members of the group from hiring a cherry picker and 

erecting the lighting themselves without having attended a suitable training course.  The 

Clerk reported that the cost of hiring the company in the previous year had been £435 

plus VAT and that there was sufficient funding in the budget for the request to be 

accommodated. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the request from the Christmas Lighting Group be approved and the cost of 

hiring a company to erect and dismantle the lighting in 2016 be paid by the 

Council.  

 

 

67/16 GRASS CUTTING 

 

A request was submitted from a resident of Fenton Road for the Parish Council to assume 

responsibility for the cutting of the grass verge at the entrance to the cul-de-sac to 47-57 

Fenton Road and at a greater frequency than currently undertaken by the County Council.  

The resident claimed that the height of the grass presented a danger to motorists emerging 

onto Fenton Road from the cul-de-sac although the grass had been cut since the request 

had been made. 

 

The Clerk reported that several complaints had been made about grass cutting in the 

village over the summer as a result of the weather conditions having promoted rapid 

growth.  Conversely complaints had also been received that one resident had taken it 

upon himself to cut the verge around the roundabout in Fenton Road. 

 

In the case of the Fenton Road cul-de-sac, the grass formed part of the highway verge 

which the County Council only cut three times each year.  In e-mail exchanges between 

the resident and the County Council, the latter had suggested that they could transfer 

responsibility for cutting the verge at this location to the Parish Council and would pay an 
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equivalent amount to what they paid their contractor.  It would be a matter for the Parish 

Council if they wished to cut the verge more frequently.   

 

The Clerk pointed out that the mowers used by the Handymen would be unsuitable for 

additional work and that if the request was acceded to, it would be likely to create a 

precedent for further requests from residents for the Parish Council to cut verges 

elsewhere in the village more frequently.  However Members asked for further 

information on the level of funding that the County Council would make available if the 

verge were to be maintained by the Parish Council and how much the District Council 

would charge if this were to be maintained by them. 

 

Members were informed that correspondence had also been received from the District 

Council drawing attention to the problems that they had encountered with grass cutting 

over the summer after moving to a different cutting regime and indicating that they would 

be reviewing the situation in the autumn.   

 

The Clerk also reported that both District Councillors Bucknell and Mrs Tavener had 

forwarded an extract from a report recently considered by the District Council in which 

they had identified a number of sites currently being maintained by them which were not 

in their ownership.  Seven sites had been identified in Warboys, two of which were 

suggested for transfer to the Parish Council.  However as a formal request had yet to be 

received from the District Council, the Clerk indicated that no further action was required 

at the present time. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the request from the resident in Fenton Road be deferred and 

the Clerk requested to submit a report to the next meeting of the Council on grass 

cutting in the village.      

 

(Councillor Mrs Tavener left the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 

 

68/16 PUMPING STATION IN RAMSEY ROAD 

 

The Clerk reported on recent developments with regard to the operation of the pumping 

station in Ramsey Road.  Following a complaint by a nearby resident that his house had 

been flooded by sewage from the pumping station as a result of the nearby Wiggs Farm 

development, the developers of the latter housing had met Anglian Water who had agreed 

to undertake improvements to the pumping station to try to avert repetitions of the 

incident.  Anglian Water had also confirmed that the Wiggs Farm development had not 

contributed to the problem in any way, especially as the sewers from the development 

had yet to be connected.  The complainant had been informed of the situation and the 

Clerk had submitted an article for inclusion in the latest edition of the Warboys Diary, 

although this had not been printed. 

 

Anglian Water subsequently had contacted the Clerk to ask if the Parish Council would 

support them in publicising the problems caused by village residents flushing 

inappropriate materials down toilets which were the cause of the blockages at the 

pumping station.  The company had supplied information that had been circulated to 

Members pointing out that they had had to attend to 38 blockages at Warboys over the 

previous 12 months whereas they would normally expect to have to do so about 6 times 
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annually for a village of this size.  More than 5 tonnes of unflushable items had had to be 

pumped out of the pumping station and disposed of by tankers on site.  To help resolve 

the problem, Anglian Water were investing in upgraded pumps and auto reverse smart 

technology but they had also asked the Parish Council if they could help raise awareness 

of the extent of the problem to encourage residents to act more responsibly.  

 

In addition, it was suggested by Councillor Mrs Harlock that the Council publicise the 

emergency telephone number issued by Anglian Water in the event of future incidents. 

 

RESOLVED   

 

that Anglian Water be informed that the Council would be pleased to assist in 

publicising the issues involved.  

 

 

69/16 DEFIBRILLATOR  

 

Further to Minute No. 48/16, the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated to all Members) with regard to progress into the installation of a defibrillator 

funded by the Warboys 55 Plus Club. 

 

A meeting had been held on site with the owner of Wards of Warboys and agreement 

reached on the siting of the equipment outside the premises and remuneration annually 

for the electricity consumption.  An agreement was being drafted but efforts were still 

being made to obtain an electrician to undertake the work as the first company 

approached had indicated that they were too busy to do the work until later in the autumn.   

 

The 55 Plus group had been asked to confirm that they were prepared to meet the cost of 

purchasing the equipment from the Community Heartbeat Trust at a cost of £1,995 plus 

carriage and VAT and whether they had a preference for either of the two types of 

equipment proposed by the Trust.  With regard to the latter, the Chairman recommended 

the use of a fully automated system to avoid any potential problems with its usage by a 

member of the public in an emergency. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that, subject to confirmation being received from the 55 Plus club that they would 

fund the purchase of the equipment and its installation, an electrician being 

engaged to carry out the installation and the completion of the necessary legal 

agreement, the quotation submitted by the Community Heartbeat Trust be 

accepted to enable an order to be placed. 

  

 

70/16 DEVOLUTION 

 

Members were invited to consider responding to a public consultation by authorities in 

Cambridgeshire to a proposed devolution deal with the Government to establish a 

Combined Authority with an elected mayor as its chair.  (A summary of the issues 

supplied by the District Council had been circulated to all Members.) 
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The Clerk pointed out that the proposed deal provided for the devolution of funding and 

responsibility for transport and housing infrastructure from the Government to the 

Combined Authority.  However the Clerk referred to a plain English guide to Combined 

Authorities that had been published by the Local Government Association and raised a 

number of questions that had not been addressed in the information supplied by the 

District Council. 

 

Members were informed that the Chairman and Clerk would be attending a consultation 

meeting hosted by the District Council in Huntingdon on the day following the meeting 

and under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Clerk be authorised to respond to the consultation on behalf of the Parish 

Council, after consultation with the Chairman and attendance at the explanatory 

meeting. 

 

 

71/16 GREATER CAMBRIDGE CITY DEAL 

 

Members decided not to comment on a consultation exercise being undertaken by the 

County Council on a City Deal to tackle peak time congestion in Cambridge (a copy of 

which had been circulated to all Members). 

 

 

72/16 UNREASONABLE, VEXATIOUS AND PERSISTENT COMPLAINANT 

POLICY  

 

The Clerk recommended the Council to adopt a policy to deal with unreasonable, 

vexatious and persistent complaints in a report that had been circulated to all Members. 

 

While problems had not been encountered by the Council in the past, the Clerk reported 

that some parish councils had been the recipient of multiple complaints and requests for 

information by individuals that had resulted in mass resignations of councillors and clerks 

or appeals against the refusal to provide information being heard by tribunals. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the policy attached to the report now submitted by the Clerk be adopted by 

the Council. 

 

 

73/16 APPOINTMENT OF TIME BANK CO-ORDINATOR 

 

Members were reminded that an Appointments Panel had been appointed by the Council 

at the Annual Meeting to deal with any employee appointments during the ensuing year.  

However arising from the unavailability of Councillor England to interview candidates 

for the position of Time Bank Co-ordinator which was currently being advertised, 

Members were invited to appoint a replacement to the Panel. 
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The Clerk also reported that he had registered the Council as a member of Timebanking 

UK which would supply software and advice to assist in implementing a timebank 

scheme in the Parish. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that Councillor Dr Withams be appointed to the Appointments Panel for the 

purpose of interviewing candidates and appointing to the position of Timebank 

Co-ordinator. 

 

 

74/16 LONE WORKER POLICY 

 

The Clerk pointed out in a report (copies of which had been circulated to all Members) 

that the Council had not adopted a formal lone worker policy previously, although the 

Council’s employees frequently worked alone.  However with the introduction of the 

Time Bank scheme when the Co-ordinator and volunteers would be coming into regular 

contact with members of the public, it was suggested that a formal policy should be 

adopted and implemented. 

 

As lone worker arrangements involved notifying another employee when an individual 

would be working alone and reporting when the task had been completed, the Clerk 

pointed out the difficulty of implementing such a system in a small organisation.  

However Members were advised that employers could register with companies that 

would provide this service and Councillor Parker referred to a company used by 

Hinchingbrooke School where he was employed. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the policy attached to the report now submitted by the Clerk be 

adopted by the Council; and 

 

(b) that the Clerk be requested to investigate and report back on systems that 

could be used in support of the lone worker policy to register the 

whereabouts of individual employees.  

 

 

75/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that a number of matters had been raised by members of the public at 

the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the Council. 

 

A member of the public had thanked County Councillor Tew for having resolved the 

problems with printers at the Library. 

 

An allotment tenant had drawn attention to the problem of gaining access to the former 

railway carriage used for storage at Hallgate Allotments.  The Clerk reported that the 

Allotments Association had subsequently arranged for the carriage to be tidied and that 

the problems should have been superseded by the delivery of the shipping container for 

storage purposes.   
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A member of the public had expressed concern about low hanging tree branches in the 

High Street obstructing pedestrians as they walked along the street.  The Clerk advised 

that the Highways Supervisor had confirmed that the County Council had no objection to 

the work being undertaken by the Council’s Handymen, although it would be necessary 

to notify the District Council of the proposed work as the trees were situated in the 

Conservation Area. 

 

On the same subject, Councillors Payne and Mrs Cole drew attention to the size of some 

of the trees in the highway verge which they claimed were overhanging adjoining 

properties and damaging the footway and should be cut back.  As the trees were owned 

by the County Council and significant cost would be involved in undertaking the work, 

the Clerk was requested to investigate and submit a report to the next meeting on the 

implications.  

 

A member of the public had drawn attention to activity at the former Steward’s Hardware 

premises and District Councillor Bucknell pointed out that the recipients of planning 

permission to use the shop as a grocery store needed to commence work by September 

2016 or the permission would lapse.  

 

 

76/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 (a) that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – July 2016                    1,015.65                     

  

W E Batterbee  Salary – July 2016     890.14 

                                                

R Edwards  Salary – July 2016     258.60 

   

R Reeves  Salary – July 2016     968.53 

                     

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – July 2016                        1,210.49                   

             

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – ink cartridges     26.98 

 

Dyers of Warboys Post mix        42.40 

 

Cambridgeshire  Grant         50.00 

Lowland Search &  

Rescue 
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1st Containers (UK ) Storage container for allotments site           1,380.00 

Ltd 

 

Philip Potts  Fee for Feast Week band concert   200.00 

   by the Killer Shrimps 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – August          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - August       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  August         30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Ivan Barrett  Miscellaneous supplies    242.25 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      87.94 

 

D E Jones  PAT testing of portable electrical appliances    74.70 

(to replace cheque 500854 authorised in June 2016 which appeared to have been  

lost in the post) 

 

Connections Bus Project 13 visits April – July 2016           3,477.50 

 

Arthur Ibbett Ltd.  Repair to mower    137.33 

 

E.ON    Gas supply – Parish Centre     18.27 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Timebanking UK  Membership fee & annual subscription 170.00 

 

Mandy Long   Advertising banners    135.00 

 

AAA Inflatables Ltd.  Sideshows     165.00 

 

Somersham Town Band Concert     220.00 

 

Warboys Community   Balance of grant (less VAT)   307.50 

Association 

 

(b) that payment of the following invoices due prior to the meeting be 

endorsed:-  

 

Land Registry  Land Registry search for car park lease surrender     7.00 

 

Stuart & Co.  Insurance for Parish Centre boiler   135.45 
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77/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for July 2016, together with the list 

of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members.   

 

 

The Chairman agreed to the consideration of the following matters received or raised 

since the despatch of the agenda. 

 

78/16 MEETINGS/TRAINING 

 

The Clerk reported the receipt of invitations to a number of meetings/training sessions. 

 

Somersham Parish Council had arranged for a training session to be provided by the 

Local Council Public Advisory Service on the code of conduct, meeting procedures and 

etiquette on 27th September at a cost of £10 per person.  Members were invited to advise 

the Clerk if they were interested in attending. 

 

Cambridgeshire ACRE would be hosting a coffee morning on 20th September at 

Doddington at which information on the Cambridgeshire LEADER Project would be 

available on possible funding opportunities.  However no Members expressed an interest 

in attending.  

 

Future East were arranging an information sharing and networking event on 17th October 

which the Clerk indicated he would include on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 

 

79/16 THE WEIR 

 

Councillor Mrs Cole advised Members of the action she and Councillor Ms Gifford had 

taken after the storm on 20th July and in subsequent weeks to aerate The Weir and save 

the larger fish in the pond.  

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 

 

 


